The PRESQUE ISLE
PROSPECTOR

Official Publication of the Gem City Rock and Mineral Souety
Monthly Meetings, First Friday at 7:30 PM

September 2007
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Last Month’s Meeting
Last month we did some brainstorming on where the club could move to — either temporarily
(storage) or permanently, and we have been pursuing some options.

This Month’s Meeting

This month our meeting will be the annual Club Picnic, scheduled this year for Sunday, September
9" at 1:30 PM, at the Niagara Boat Launch picnic area on Presque Isle, where we have been the last
two years since we can't get to Waterworks (due to the Marathon — on again this year), and we like it
better anyway! Families / Significant Others are welcome to come join the fun. For our out-of-town
members not familiar with the area, the easiest way to get there is to take [1-90 to Exit 18 and take
Route 832 north — Route 832 becomes Peninsula Drive, and goes right on out to the park. See the
maps below for directions to the spot where we plan to stake out some tables.
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The yellow lines are the main road -- take it past the Park Office and look for the Rock Club sign on
the right side of the road. If you pass Waterworks, you've gone too far. We will be sharing the park with
the Erie Marathon again, but we've done this before and it doesn’t present major problems — just be
aware that one lane on the main road will be reserved for the runners. We will stake out some tables,
and we’ll have a big sign.

Club Web Site address: http:/fwww _treebeard.net/gemecity/index_htm

President Kirk McFadden 10535 Bowmantown Rd. Cranesville PA 16410-3739  (814) 602-5225
Vice-president Sarah Boesch 1223 Lake 5t Lake City PA 164231808  (814) 7744234
Secretary Harriet Beckman 1120 W. 41st St Erie PA 16509-1302 (814) 868-8422
Treasurer Val Engelleiter 132 Moorehead St Erie PA 16502-1859 (814) 4541771
Mewsletter Editor Harriet Beckman email: gemcity@treebeard net (814) 868-8422

Board Members: Robert Gallivan Ted Oslak Mary Thomson
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We plan to eat around 1:30, and start arriving anytime after 12:00. The club will provide ox roast
sandwiches, and you are asked to bring a side, salad or dessert to share. As usual, please call
Harriet at 814-868-8422 before September 7 ™ to let me know what you plan to bring so we’ll have a
good distribution and a head count. Some cooler space may be available to keep cold things cold, but
please let me know if you need to take advantage of this.

In addition to your dish, please bring your own table service and something to drink . You might
also want to bring folding chairs.

We have several new members who joined at the show, and we are eager to meet you all! This will
be a good time to get to know one another, and relax and share good food. If you have ANY questions,
call me (Harriet) or anyone else listed in the newsletter footer.

We are still looking for a new home, but since we don’t have one yet, we're also looking at options
for storage until we do. We've been adjusting our thinking a bit as to what we really NEED as opposed
to what we WANT. Our current basement home has areas for lapidary work, for silverwork, for meeting
space, for display space, and for storage space. While it would be nice to retain all those functions,
they would not all necessarily need to be at the same location. We could meet in many types of
locations, from public buildings with meeting space (Library? Tom Ridge Environmental Center? Area
Colleges?), to Churches, to people’s living rooms. Storage might also not need to be all together — it
would be good to keep as much as possible of the club’s rock supply with the lapidary equipment,
wherever that goes; but as we have just been reminded, we have a lot of stuff that we only use once a
year for the Gem Show (cords & rugs, door prize cage & display case, mini-mine and other activity
supplies) that could easily go in a member’'s basement (or members’ basements), and we might find
somewhere not just willing but happy to provide a semi-permanent home for our “museum” cases. But
that still leaves us looking for space to set up and use our lapidary and silverworking equipment.

We made the decision to go ahead and change venues for next year’s show, to the larger and more
centrally located JMC Ice Arena. As it will be the 50" Anniversary of the founding of the Club, we will
want to make it as special as we can. Since we will have a good deal more space, we can think about
expanding displays, demos, and activities — as long as we have people to man them! So start thinking
up ideas! Since we are collectively committed to the continuation of the club, this could be the boost
we need!

Also - to help with the move, if anyone has sturdy containers, like plastic milk crates or 5-gallon
buckets, or anything else that can carry rocks and hold up well, please bring them along!
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Federation News:

The September Eastern Federation Newsletter (http://www.amfed.org/efmls/efseptO7web.pdf ) has
an article on the Eastern Federation Convention, this year October 5-6 in Newark, NY (just east of
Rochester). They are planning an all-day field trip to Crystal Grove for Herkimers on Monday, which
many people have off as a holiday. There is also notice that the American Federation is planning to
raise dues next year, which will probably require an adjustment in the Eastern Federation dues — and
we know full well the reasons why, as we recently had to raise our own dues! But since we did, this
probably won't be a problem for us — after all, our current problems are much bigger! The Safety First
article is on proper use and care of the various pliers and shears that rockhounds use. Another article
lists the 10 most dangerous minerals to work with: Gordon Brown, a professor at Stanford University (
http://femsi.stanford.edu/10DangerousMineral.html ) made list of 10 poisonous minerals.. He states that
#10, cinnabar (mercury), #9 galena (lead), #8 pyrite ( sulfide), #7 fluorite (fluorine) and #6 quartz, in
particulate form can cause silicosis. Also. #6 (tie) chrysotile, known as white asbestos, can cause lung
disease; #5 K-feldspar (source of uranium), #4 phenocite (beryllium dust) is highly poisonous; #3
erionite may induce mesotheliomas; #2 hydroxyapatite can lead to heart valve and arterial deposits; #1
crocidolite (blue asbestos), is responsible for lung diseases. We must not forget tiger’s eye and
malachite (both bad asbestos danger). Masks should always be worn when working with the above or,
in fact, with any dust producing materials, in order to protect ones health.

The American Federation Newsletter (http://www.amfed.org/news/n2007 09.pdf ) has entertaining
and informative reports on the June AFMS Convention in Roswell. At the convention, a new committee
was formed — an Ad Hoc committee for Inter-regional Field Trips! The purpose of the committee is “to
promote relations between Regional Federations and to facilitate individuals and/or clubs to come
together under a regional trip leader for the purpose of collecting and fellowship.” If you haven't been
on a camping-type field trip with other rockhounds, you might not know how much fun they are or how
much excitement this may generate! There are also reports on the current efforts to get a third set of
gem/mineral commemorative stamps into the works with the USPS (there have been 2 sets of Mineral
Heritage Stamps, in 1974 and in 1992, and now we’'d like to see US gemstones). The Safety Article is
on water, and how serious trouble can result from too much (is that beautiful well-protected campsite in
a flash-flood zone?) or too little (it's scary how fast dehydration can reduce your ability to cope, and
maybe even return to your car!).

Field Trip Report:
Well, | haven't exactly gotten a written report on the trip Sarah, Val and Ed took to Arkansas last
May/June, but Val gave me some photos, so here is a small taste of their trip:

Arrowhead Mine, tailings, where we dug Arrowhead Mine, this is the pit where they would open
up a fresh seam for $50 -- $250; the size of the
excavating equipment is not an illusion
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One of the many rock shops in the area, all had table The view at our campground, three steps outside our

like this outside tent
Rockhound TV This Month:
This column is still in DIY mode:
PBS: www.wgln.org and www.PBS.ORG ; Discovery Channel: http://dsc.discovery.com/
Travel Channel: http://travel.discovery.com/ ; History Channel: http://www.history.com/

Upcoming Shows in the area:

Sept. 15-16, Harrisburg, PA - Central PA Rock & Min  eral Club. 42nd Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show.
Sporting Hill Elementary School, 210 S. Sporting Hill Rd. 15th, 10-6; 16th, 10-5. Ted Keck, 717-474-0112,
ted@blackstonemill.com, www.rockandmineral.org.

Sept. 21-23, Berea, OH - GemStreet USA. Gem, Minera |, Jewelry, Fossil, and Bead Show . Cuyahoga County
Fairgrounds, 164 Eastland Rd. (Bagley Rd. entrance). 21st-22nd, 10-6; 23rd, 11-5. Strieter Productions, Inc.,
Jane Strieter Smith, 216-521-GEMS, spi@stratos.net, www.gemstreetusa.com.

Sept. 29-30, Akron, OH - Intergalactic Bead & Jewel ry Show. Summit County Fairgrounds, Arena Complex,
229 E. Howe Rd. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. 888-729-6904, ibs@beadshows.com, www.beadshows.com.

Oct. 5-7, Newark, NY - 24th annual Eastern Federati on of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies

Convention; Wayne County Gem & Mineral Club; Quality Inn, 125 N. Main St.; Fri. 12-9, Sat. 8-7, Sun. 8-4;
registration forms on Web site, annual EFMLS meeting Fri., competitive exhibits, dig Sun., Diamond Dig at Crystal
Grove Mon.; contact Andrea Kords, 50 Commercial St., Webster, NY 14580, (585) 872-3900; e-mail:
show@americanhobbyshop.com; Web site: www.americanhobbyshop.com/wcgm/efmls _07show/main.html.

Oct. 20-21, Pittsburg, PA - Intergalactic Bead & Je  welry Show. Raddison Hotel - Pittsburg Expo Mart - West
Wing, 101 Mall Boulevard, Monroeville, PA 15146. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. 888-729-6904, ibs@beadshows.com,
www.beadshows.com.

Oct. 27-28, Cuyahoga Falls, OH - Summit Lapidary CI ub & Akron Mineral Society. Gemboree: Mineral, Rock,
Gem, and Jewelry Show/Sale. Emidio & Sons Expo Center, 48 E. Bath Rd.; Sat. 10-7, Sun. 10-6; minerals, rocks,
gems, jewelry; contact Warren Salchak, 330-929-3798 or Carl Miller, 330-633-4250, www.lapidaryclubofohio.org.

Oct. 27-28, Rochester, NY - Rochester Lapidary Soci ety & Mineral Section, Rochester Academy of
Sciences. Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show. Monroe County Fairgrounds, Calkins Rd. Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
jewelry, beads, fossils, minerals, children's activities; contact Hollis Heinzerling, 585-343-5304,
hheinzer@rochester.rr.com, www.rochesterlapidary.org.

Of course, as always, if you're planning to travel, check out the complete online listings at the Lapidary
Journal Calendar (http://www.lapidaryjournal.com/call.cfm), and the Rock and Gem Magazine Calendar
(http://www.rockngem.com/showdates/showdates.shtml).

We have been down in the club room most Saturday mornings, but more as packing-up sessions than work
sessions. Call me (Harriet) at 868-8422 or Bob Gallivan at 454-6770 to make sure.




