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Last Month’s Meeting : 
Last month our meeting was again LOTS of work, but again, we got quite a bit done. 

This Month’s Meeting :  
This month our meeting will be Saturday, May 3rd, at 9:30AM in (if you will recall) our new home 

in the Renaissance Centre building at 1001 State Street  in downtown Erie (southeast corner of 
10th and State Streets).  To find the club rooms, go in the front revolving door of the building on 
State Street (just south of the nut shop, which is on the corner), and look for a stairway to the 
basement on the right-hand side of the lobby right before the small hallway containing the 
elevators.  At the bottom of the stairs or the elevator, you will see the entrance to our space – a 
door heading into what looks like, well, a restaurant, with a small mirrored lobby.   

There is also a parking ramp on the south side of E. 10th Street just east of the Renaissance 
Centre building (toward French Street), and it should be free to park there on Saturdays! 

 The meeting topic will be planning for the Library display.  Also, a reminder to bring any tax 
info to help Val file the new Tax form, which we need to file by May 15th. 

Just after the regular meeting, we will have a brief meeting of the Show Committee.   
Then at 11:00AM, the Pebble Pups will have their first meeting! 

Gem City Pebble Pups: First Meeting!  
The first meeting of the Gem City Pebble Pups will be May 3rd, at 11:00AM , after the regular 

meeting.  Note that there will be a $3.00 activity fee per child per meeting, to cover the cost of 
materials for the activities. 

The program planned is on growing crystals – a project that requires a little patience, since 
many types take a week or more to grow, but some others can be grown quickly enough to see. 

So come to the May meeting, and bring your friends (and their parents)!  See the Official 
Invitation below or on the club’s web site (http://www.gemcityrockclub.org/files/PPupInv.pdf ), and 
print it out and take it with you to any classes, scout meetings, or other gatherings where you might 
find interested kids.  Become a Future Rockhound of America! 

Federation News:  
The April Eastern Federation Newsletter (http://www.amfed.org/efmls/efmay08web.pdf ) says 

that there is still time (and I assume space) to register for the Fall session at Wildacres, Sept 8-14.  
The article on Junior Activities suggests getting junior members to help put together rock & mineral 
ID charts, and has some good suggestions for making them interesting – not to mention that after 
putting a bunch of charts together, you’re not likely to forget those minerals!  The Safety article 
suggests that each club member is responsible not only for their own safety, but should also be 
aware of every other member’s safety – and proper use of safety equipment.  Do you have your 
safety glasses on – and does everyone else, too?   

The American Federation Newsletter (http://www.amfed.org/news/n2008_05.pdf ) has an article 
on two major bills, which at present are working their way through Congress that we need to be 
aware of as they could severely restrict access to public owned lands: HR 2016, National 
Landscape Conservation System -- if passed, this bill will essentially place 26 million acres of 
public lands controlled by BLM under a “National Park” type system which will eliminate or severely 
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limit any type of recreational mining; and HR 5610, Designation of Wilderness Areas, which 
according to a BlueRibbon Coalition Action Alert, “the bill would designate just about 500,000 acres 
of Wilderness in West Virginia, Arizona’s Tumacacori Highlands; the Redwood Mountain Grove in 
California’s Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park; the Sabinoso Wilderness in New Mexico; 
Oregon’s Copper Salmon area and the South Fork of the San Jacinto River Canyon in Riverside 
County, California.”  As Wilderness area, public access to these areas is almost completely 
eliminated.   

Library Window Display:  
We will have the wonderful big display window at the downtown Public Library for June and the 

first half of July, and we need to work on the display this month to have it ready to go into the 
window Memorial Day Weekend – so if you have anything you’re willing to live without until the 
Show, and would help us in displaying our “Rainbows of Rocks” theme in either a Rainbow of 
Rock Colors  (especially yellows and oranges, or any loose faceted stones), different Ages of 
Fossils, Properties of Minerals  (especially if you have any crystals that show typical crystal 
shapes, other than quartz, or minerals that will exemplify some other property like hardness or 
streak – check out http://webmineral.com/determin.shtml for ideas); or Stages of Lapidary  (we 
have the Faceting display Ed made, and some rocks-and-their-slabs pieces, but anything else in 
stages would be good – similar tumbled stones at various grit stages?  Cabs in process?  etc.), 
please bring them to the May meeting . 

To be sure that the right things get back to the right people, be sure to bring things in a 
container that is clearly labeled with your name, a ddress and phone #,  and also label each 
item  if possible -- put either a return-address label on the bottom, or even a tiny piece of paper with 
your initials taped to it.  For loose gems, and other un-label-able items, we will take photos & 
measurements to uniquely identify each one before removing it from your labeled container, or if 
there are two close enough not to be uniquely identified, we won’t need to use both.  We’ve 
managed to get everything eventually back to the right home pretty well before. 

Fall Club Project – and beyond:  
We have decided that our Fall Club Project will be learning a collection of 

Basic Jewelry-Making Skills, including using findings and some basic wire-
wrapping, which can then be used to make quite a few projects with a few 
components.  We have done basic wrapped loops, beaded chains with each 
bead on a wire with a wrapped loop at each end, and a couple of basic chain 
types; with a review of these, and variations that include headpins and eye pins, 
and basic findings like ear wires or clasps for necklaces and bracelets, cones, 
dangles, and other findings, you can put together a project out of any focal 
point(s) that take your fancy at the show, so be on the lookout for beads, drops, 

dangles, cabs, etc., and we’ll figure out how to put it all 
together; or, look for a design you like, and hunt up what 
components you need and can be found at the show.  We 
will then put together a club order for the rest of what we’ll 
need – ordering everything at once generally gets us a 
better price. 

To get ideas, try looking at jewelry catalogs, or check 
out the Fire Mountain Design Gallery at 
http://www.firemountaingems.com/galleryofdesigns/ -

there are tons of designs to spark your imagination, and 
all the designs give you a list of components needed to 
make the design, all of which you can buy right there on 
the Fire Mountain web site (imagine that!) – or you could 
just use the designs as a jumping-off point, and use 
their list as a guide to the bits and pieces you’ll need in 
addition to the primary design components.  
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Field Trip Report: Collecting Staghorn Coral  
We had our first field trip of 

the year on April 20th, and we 
had a total of 14 people drive up 
to Batavia, NY to collect 
fossilized Staghorn Coral.  This 
included 3 families with a total of 
6 kids, ranging in age from 2-1/2 
to 15. 

 We met at 8:00AM at the 
TravelAmerica parking lot at I-90 
exit 35 Harborcreek.  By 8:30 
we were on the road, and by 
10:30 we’d arrived at the 
property where we had 
permission to collect. 

We had a lovely day, sunny 
and warm for April, and the 
stream where we were 
collecting was pretty chilly but shallow, and most of us had footwear to help us keep dry.  For some 
of us, it even worked!  

 
 
 
 
 
The collecting 

was pretty easy –  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

unless you found some big  pieces and wanted to carry 
them home! 
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We found lots  of Staghorn 

Coral,  
 

and some other stuff, like crinoid stems, some bivalves, some 
spongy coral, and some of us even found trilobites (or parts of 
them, anyway). 

All in all, a productive and fun trip!  And we were all back in Erie before 5:00PM! 

Upcoming Field Trips  
We have also discussed a  desire to go back to Herkimer County, NY to dig for Herkimer 

Diamonds, and perhaps also drive up to the Garnet mines we visited before.  It is a lovely area, 
and we had a very good time when we went in 2005.  If you’d like to see the write-up of that trip, it 
is on the club’s web site at http://www.gemcityrockclub.org/crystalg.htm .  We are thinking of going 
Labor Day Weekend, since it is a 5-hour drive each way so a 3-day weekend makes more sense.  
We will need to firm up plans soon, though, as the campgrounds fill up for the holiday weekends, 
so think about whether you’d like to go, and whether you have a tent, need space in a tent, or 
would take up an RV (the campground has spots with hook-ups). 

Rockhound TV This Month:  
This column is still in DIY mode, but I will mention that the new season of Cash & Treasures 

has started on the Travel Channel: 

PBS: www.wqln.org and www.pbs.org    

Discovery Channel: http://dsc.discovery.com/  

Travel Channel:  http://travel.discovery.com/   

History Channel: http://www.history.com/  

Upcoming Shows in the area:  

May 17-18, Berea (Cleveland), OH - 40th annual show, "Cleveland Area Gem & Mineral Show" ; Parma 
Lapidary Club; Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, 164 Eastland Rd.; Sat. 10-7, Sun. 11-5; adults $5 (good both 
days), children 12 and under with adult and Scouts in uniform free; 26 vendors, minerals, crystals, 
gemstones, fossils, handcrafted jewelry, specimens, tools, supplies, beads, books, equipment, lapidary 
demonstrations, educational exhibits, silent auction, hourly door prizes, Kiddie Korner, Treasure Dig; contact 
John Zaborowski, 926 Lake Breeze Rd., Sheffield Lake, OH 44054, (440) 949-8242; e-mail: 
jjzabor@roadrunner.com ; Web site: www.parmalapidary.com . 

 

Of course, as always, if you’re planning to travel, check out the complete online listings at the Lapidary 
Journal Calendar (http://www.lapidaryjournal.com/cal1.cfm), and especially the Rock and Gem Magazine 
Calendar (http://www.rockngem.com/showdates/showdates.shtml).  

Our Work Sessions on Saturdays will mostly be finding and setting up stuff in the new clubroom. Check the 
club web site or call me (Harriet) at 868-8422 or Bob Gallivan at 454-6770 to find out about any specific 
Saturday.  
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Calling All  
Future Rockhounds of America ! 

 

The Gem City Rock & Mineral Society  of Erie, PA  
Announces the formation of the  

 

Gem City Pebble Pups 
  

For young people under 18 interested in  
Rocks, Minerals, Fossils, and Lapidary 

 

First Meeting May 3rd at 11:00AM 
Renaissance Centre, 1001 State Street in 

Downtown Erie 
 

The Gem City Rock and Mineral Society of Erie, PA, a non-profit educational 
group and member of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, 
announces the formation of the Gem City Pebble Pups, a Future Rockhounds 
of America (FRA) club.  The club would be open to Junior Members of the 
Society (those under age 18).   This first meeting would be partly 
organizational and open to any interested children / young people ages  6-
18 and their parents / guardians .  Future meetings would have activities 
geared toward the ages of those interested, and may be tailored to more than 
one level / age group.  Any parents interested in getting involved very 
welcome!  A $3.00 activity fee per child per meeting will cover materials costs 
for the programs. 

Please see the club web page at www.gemcityrockclub.org/peb-pups.htm for 
the more specific information and updates.  We are trying to organize a fossil-
colleting trip in April, so please check back often! 

See the Federation web page at http://www.amfed.org/kids.htm for 
information on possible future activities. 

Email info@gemcityrockclub.org or call Melanie at 814-398-1178 for more 
information. 


